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past two years and is thought to be pre-
paring another assault before long. 

Most of Kazakhstan’s military equipment 
dates back to the Soviet period. Replacing, 
say, old helicopters used in the border areas 
will be expensive, but necessary. In January 
a Mi-8 helicopter crashed in the south, injur-
ing the defence minister, Sat Tokpakbaev, 
who was aboard. Another helicopter crashed 
near the Chinese border two weeks ago, kill-
ing six people. 

Kazakhstan will receive arms from Russia 
worth $20m this year as part of its annual 
payment for the use of a space-rocket site at 
Baikonur. It is due to receive over $4m from 
the United States to improve border secu-
rity. The government might also consider 
some nonmilitary measures. Government re-
pression and mismanagement help to nourish 
extremism and terrorism in Central Asia. An 
effort to improve social and economic condi-
tions and freedom of expression might make 
Kazakhstan less fertile ground for militant 
zealots.
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RECOGNIZING MONMOUTH UNIVER-
SITY FOR WINNING THE NORTH-
EAST CONFERENCE MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
GOING TO THE NCAA TOUR-
NAMENT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2001

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the hard work of the Monmouth Univer-
sity Hawks men’s basketball team who won 
the Northeast Conference basketball title re-
cently with a 67–64 victory over St. Francis of 
New York. Mr. Speaker, this victory rounds out 
a ‘‘Cinderella’’ season that saw the Hawks re-
claim the top spot in the Northeast Conference 
and earns them an automatic bid to the ‘‘big 
dance.’’

The 12th Congressional District of New Jer-
sey has a proud tradition of sending teams 
into battle during March madness. This is 
Monmouth University’s second NCAA tour-
nament bid. As the field begins to fill out I sa-
lute the courage and determination of the 
Monmouth Hawks and wish them great suc-
cess and a full dance card.

Men’s Basketball 2000–01 Roster 

Listed by number, position, height, weight, 
class, hometown, and highschool/college, as 
follows: 

4 Rahsaan Johnson, G, 6′–0″, 195, Jr., 
Washington, D.C., Gonzaga/Allegany College. 

5 Tom Kaplan, G, 6′–4″, 190, Fr., Tel Aviv, 
Israel, Elitzur Rishon Le Zion. 

10 Jason Kray, G, 6′–5″, 215, Fr., Point 
Pleasant, N.J., Christian Brothers Academy. 

11 Steve Birdgemohan, F, 6′–8″, 225, Jr., 
North Brunswick, N.J., North Brunswick. 

12 Phil Bonczewski, F, 6′–8″, 220, Fr., 
Plymouth, Pa., Wyoming Valley West. 

13 Cameron Milton, G, 6′–3″, 185, Jr., 
Philadelphia, Pa., Franklin Learning Center. 

20 Demitry Courtney, G, 6′–1″, 165, Sr., 
Trenton, N.J., Notre Dame. 

21 Jay Dooley, F, 6′–6″, 210, So., Rumson, 
N.J., Rumson-Fair Haven. 

24 Gerry Crosby, F, 6′–5″, 205, Sr., 
Twinsburg, Ohio, R.B. Chamberlin/Monroe 
CC. 

25 Kevin Owens, C, 6′–10″, 225, So., Haddon-
field, N.J., Camden Catholic. 

33 Nick Barnes, C, 6′–9″, 260, Fr., Mount 
Airy, MD., The Newport School. 

45 Russ Anderson, F, 6′–7″, 210, So., Ches-
ter, N.Y., Don Bosco Prep. 
Head Coach Dave Calloway. 
Assistant Coach Mark Calzonetti. 
Assistant Coach Ron Kray.
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Thursday, March 15, 2001

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today along with my esteemed colleague 
from Missouri’s 3rd District, the Democratic 
Leader, Mr. GEPHARDT, to honor a loyal friend, 
devoted father, remarkable public servant, and 
esteemed political and civic leader whose love 
of life will live on in the memory of all those 
lives he touched. Steve Vossmeyer died 
march 9, just five days before his 57th birth-
day. Citizens of the City of St. Louis, his be-
loved Central West End neighborhood, and 
the Great State of Missouri mourn his passing. 

Steve loved the law and he loved people. 
He was a popular political figure who used his 
wit and humor to cajole and prevail upon oth-
ers to accept his point of view. He was a force 
to be reckoned with because he researched 
the situation thoroughly, asked tough ques-
tions of opponents, and loved to galvanize 
those of like mind around a challenge then 
execute a winning strategy. His love of sports, 
particularly Cardinals baseball, was legendary 
and shared enthusiastically with family and 
friends. An invitation to partake of Steve’s cul-
inary skills was a treasured occasion that 
brought the best minds together around his 
table and provoked conversations which ex-
tended well into the night. 

Mr. Vossmeyer served the United States 
Senate as the legislative Assistant to Missouri 
Senator Thomas F. Eagleton from 1969 to 
1972. Steve accompanied Senator Eagleton 
and two other Senators on a fact finding mis-
sion to Vietnam in 1970. His interrogation of 
military personnel after their ‘‘canned’’ presen-
tations uncovered significant admissions that 
the war was not going as well as public pro-
nouncements had indicated. In response he 
drafted major portions of the War Powers Act. 
His strongly held beliefs in the democratic 
process motivated him to serve as an election 
observer for the first democratically conducted 
elections in Czechoslovakia after the fall of 
communism. 

Mr. Vossmeyer was elected a Missouri 
State Representative of the 86th District in 
1972, and held that office for ten years. His 
first election was one of the biggest upsets in 
the state. He ran against a well known labor 
union official who outspent him by a margin of 
more than 4 to 1. His campaign utilized inno-
vative techniques and new technology not pre-
viously employed in Missouri elections. At the 
close of each session, he prepared a com-
prehensive newsletter on the successes and 

failures, and those newsletters were quickly 
imitated almost verbatim—with his approval—
by legislative colleagues of both parties. Steve 
was aided in these elections and constituent 
communications by Sandy Rothschild, a close 
friend from Washington University under-
graduate days. 

During his tenure in the Missouri House he 
championed a number of measures that bene-
fited women. He sponsored several measures 
to protect rape victims from spurious attacks 
by defense attorneys and to balance the play-
ing field for both sides in domestic relations 
disputes. He sponsored public records reforms 
and legislation to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment. He helped numerous women in 
their campaigns for public office. This list in-
cludes State Representative Sue Shear, Lt. 
Governor Harriet Woods and Dee Joyce 
Hayes, his former wife, whom he helped a 
decade after their divorce in her successful ef-
fort to become St. Louis Circuit Attorney. As 
Chairman of the House Governmental Review 
Committee, Steve reformed many of the anti-
quated and ineffective procedures used by 
State agencies and modernized the State’s 
mental health laws. 

Steve served the City of St. Louis as a 
Member of the Board of Electors. This body 
examined a series of problems confronting the 
St. Louis region, recommending various re-
forms. In the St. Louis community he re-
mained a political activist fighting for good 
government and preservation of historic neigh-
borhoods. His opinion on a broad range of 
issues was sought by numerous federal, state, 
and local officials, including former Missouri 
Congressmen Jack Buechner and Alan 
Wheat, as well as the sponsors of this Con-
gressional Record Statement. He was always 
very generous with his time and consistently 
demonstrated concern for issues of public in-
terest. Steve practice law in St. Louis full time 
with the firm he co-founded in 1979, 
Newburger and Vossmeyer. His principal part-
ner was David Newburger, whom he met while 
Mr. Newburger taught law at Washington Uni-
versity. His primary area of practice was civil 
litigation and domestic relations. 

Steve has a son, Robert Stephen 
Vossmeyer, and a daughter, Rebecca Sarah 
Vossmeyer. ‘‘Becca’’ is the child of his current 
marriage with M. Celeste Vossmeyer. He 
loved his children dearly. They were with him 
during his last days, as were friends men-
tioned herein joined by Richard Callow, Betty 
Neill, and Paul Steinmann. We include an arti-
cle from the Sunday, March 11 edition of ‘‘The 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch’’ where a number of 
his friends reflect with Jo Mannies on their 
memories of Steve. 

Mr. Speaker, please join us in sending con-
dolences to Steve’s family in their time of 
grief. We will honor him by gathering March 
19th from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the courtyard at 
Bar Italia in his neighborhood per his wishes 
that friends celebrate his life. In Marc 
Connelly’s profound 1930 play, The Green 
Pastures, has characters suffer as they fight to 
save their families and countryside from op-
pressors. They discover God’s love through 
suffering. We are glad that Steve’s suffering is 
over and he has found God’s love. We doubt 
that he will ever stop fighting the good fight.
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